
Volunteer's Report  

Monday 30 th May 2016 

‘The 12 th ’ -  A Special Edition  
 
 
Volunteers :-  Brian Thorn, Dave Butler, Phil Bevington, Pete Tanner, Byron Myer, Ken 
Bellman, Peter Legge, James Joshua and Gordy Bray . 
 
Apologies:-  Stephen Humphreys, Phil Cleaton, Jan Domanski, Bob Preston, Ian Goodall , 
Frank Farrugia, , David Kidd, Leigh Grice, and Bob Gray. 
 
Achievements: 
Spraying:  
Nil 
 
Soiling:-  
 Nil 
 
Mulching:  
Nil 
 
Stick Run: 
Brian, Ken & Phil B took a short sabbatical from The 12th and covered most of the course 
north of the road.  But today was really all about:- 
 
The 12th Tee Project:  
The work properly commenced on the Friday preceding, with 2 pallets of blocks ready to be 
loaded onto the trailer. Shane had briefed VCO earlier that the trailer would comfortably 
carry the load. 
 
I heard on the grapevine that there was an attempt to pallet lift the blocks but they didn’t 
budge. Not surprising, the blocks weigh in at about 20kg each with 90 per pallet. That’s 1.8 
tonne per lift! 
 
Instead, Messrs Peter T, Phil B. and Peter L. hand loaded 105 blocks on Friday. This took 
the load to what was considered a safe level for transport first thing Monday morning. 
 
To complicate things, the FE Loader was discovered to have a flat battery. With a bit of 
ingenuity from Eugene, he got it started – a clutch start down the 10th!  Judging by the 
proficiency of this manoeuvre, one might be forgiven for thinking this may have been done 
once or twice before! 
 
Monday morning – everything organised and ready to go, - I thought.  

- Peter T picked up the cement mixer from Camden Hire about 6:30am and I think we 
got a good price. 

- FE Loader – battery still dead – Eugene to the rescue with a little help from Brian T’s 
jumper leads and we were off. 

- 10 past 7, the sand and cement delivery due at 7am not yet sighted. A quick call to 
Narellan Sand and Cement established that the driver had “slept in” – no need to 
panic, he was getting loaded and soon arrived. Materials delivered straight to the 12th. 
Sweet! 

- Shane arranged his team to get the Water Wagon on sight – done. 
-  Wheel barrow required – flat tyre – easy fix by Shane – done. 
-  Shovels, mattocks, buckets, etc loaded and delivered. 

 
The team turned up and it was all systems go – especially our key man and boss for the day 
– Gordy.  
 



Rather than babble on (no need to agree) I thought that pictures with captions would best 
tell the story. 
 
Here they are: 
 
The 12th Project 

 

A week earlier, the contractors prepare sight footings – hmm one looks very much like 
VCO’s son Scottie T.! 

 

Footings are laid and roped off. 

Phil B. (unsighted) ‘ OH&S covered but I’d better get that bloody ‘divit designated hole’ sign 
removed – you know what golfers around here are like!’ 



 

The team arrive –  
Peter L.  ‘It looks like a mixer’.  
Dave B.  ‘ You may be right Pete. Should we get a second opinion?’ 

 

Peter T.  ‘It’s not hard work!’ 
Ken B.  ‘Brian, don’t you normally drive this rig?’ 
Brian T.  ‘Blood oaf Ken, but you know the old saying, first in best dressed’ 
Ken B.  ‘Yes, he clearly thinks so in his high viz!.  
Brian T.  ‘Keep your voice down Ken – he writes the Vol Report.’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Brian T. (to himself)  ‘Thank  goodness (Brian never swears) he’s off. Now we might get 
these babies off-loaded. And I don’t think he can reverse anywhere near as good as me 
either!!’ 
 

 
 

Ken B.  ‘Geez, I think Brian was right – just check out this line.’ 
Phil B. (in blue hat behind Ken) ‘Yes Ken, that’s three times you’ve said that. And for the 
fourth time, Gordy said don’t place ‘em down with hollows facing up!!’ 
 



 
 
Dave B.  ‘It’s a mixer all right. Just catch this load Pete – not too wet, not too dry.’ 
Peter L.  ‘And not too bloody heavy – by half!’ 
 

 
 
Laying the 1 st block. 
Gordy B.  ‘Geez, 20 kg was a lot lighter in the early days!’ 
Peter L.  ‘And only 169 to go Gordy!!’ 
Gordy B.  ‘Thanks Pete. Can you keep the feedback to a ‘needs to know basis’- please.’ 
 
 
 

 



 

Gordy B.  ‘Who placed the b-blocks hollows up?’ 
Peter L.  ‘I think it was Brian’ 
Ken B.  ‘I’ll ask ‘im – here he comes’ 
Peter L.  ‘Oops.  I’ll duck off for another load.’ 
 

 
 
Dave B.  ‘Four sand, one cement. Four sand, one cement. James, where’s the water?’ 
James J.  ‘How much Dave?’ 
Dave B.  ‘James, enough for four sand, one cement. Crickey!!’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
James J.  ‘Will this do Dave? 
Dave B.  ‘#*#*’ 
 

 
 
Byron M.  ‘Thank goodness (Byron never swears) James got back with the water. Peter T 
offered me water duties but I’m so glad I took on media and communications.  (laughs!).’ 
 
 
 
Meanwhile, a few of the team took on Stick Run duties: 



 
 
Brian T.  (to himself) ‘Where did my stick collectors go? 
 

 
 
Phil B. (to himself)  ‘I’m tellin ya, (retired teacher grammar) if Brian’s not over the next hill,  
I’ll put him on report!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
And as Gordy levelled out the last row of blocks, as is the way in life, business and 
volunteering, people of importance started gathering to cast a complimentary eye over the 
The 12th Project . 
 
Just another great day in the life of ‘Studley Volu nteers’  
 
Volunteer’s Trophy:-   
“Studley Park – Order of the Shovel – Vos Estis Sal  Terrae”  
 
Clearly, after laying about 170 blocks (about 3.5 tonnes worth) with expertise and precision 
and with hardly one complaint (we counted many more) Gordy Bray is this editions OOTS 
recipient. 
There were a few suggestions about what to call the project but the best one was- ‘Gordys’ 
Great Wall’  
 

 
Next Vol Day:  20th June. 

 
Cheers, 
Peter T. VCO, OOTS 


